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Albuquerque

Public Schools


Meeting of 9-24-2013 Minutes

4-6pm     Flying Star Restaurant on Wyoming & Paseo Del Norte

Present:  Linda Hansen, Melissa Blaine, Diana Rael, Karen Homstead, Cindy Dennis,  Lilli Fitzpatrick and guest: Jessie Olson (Student in ME FACS from Western Univ.)

Absent: Holly Naeb, Leesa Trapp, Barbara Mraz.

Minutes provided by Melissa Blaine

Updates: The scheduled Sat. Sept. 28th meeting for CTE Middle School FACS teachers has not been finalized.  Please wait to hear from Melissa Blaine for details or from Irma Ramirez from the CTE office.  Melissa Blaine has been attempting to reach Irma and Sheryl at the FACS CTE office all week with no luck. 

Thank you to Sheryl Williams the CTE Director for allowing the MS FACS teachers to meet as a PLC on common core issues monthly.  We appreciated the opportunity to meet professionally last school year and look forward to working together to share vital information in meeting the APS and PED expectations for Common Core. 

Everyone was pleased to get together for the first time this school year!  Especially since it has been a particularly difficult beginning to the 2013-2014 year with all the new PED Evaluations, lesson plans and observation expectations. 

Everyone was asked what they teach this year, what they are expected to  do for lesson plans and where they are in the observation process.

1. Karen Homstead at LBJ: Explor 6th, Consumer Decisions 7th, Foods 7/8th. Admin requires lessons to do 1 month lesson plans (Unit plan). Turn in lesson for only one class ( not all 3). Had a volunteer mtg after school to train on Teachscape. Admin suggested  items for PDP and she did this. Scheduled a formal eval. Has to turn in lesson plan 48 hrs in advance.

2. Lillian Fitzpatrick at Eisenhower MS: Explor. FACS 6th, Sewing and Foods.

Admin requires daily lesson plans. Admin. Told staff they will be observed on one day, but not known the period. Must submit whole day lesson plan 48 hrs before observation. Have to submit lesson to Teachscape after the observation. 

Comment:  Lillie went to UNM to look into the Masters program for STEM...was advised not to do program because APS/state will be (next year) paying based on Student scores SBA/School scores and PED EVAL- no on a normal pay scale with increments. It would not be good for your return. 

3. Diana Rael at Jimmy Carter MS:  3 Intro to FACS 7th, 2  AVID 

Admin requires lessons to be for each day. Diana paid $12 per year for www.Planbook.com  She likes it because it has National standards for FACS, CTE and Career Readiness as well as all common core standards. Easy to use and click and apply to your lesson. Format is friendly. Can scan homework, parents and students have access at home computer. We can access her work if we have a subscription.  PDP- admin suggested 3 areas but teacher could pick their own. Has had 2 walk throughs, trained in Teachscape last week. Have not started using Teachscape or scheduled observations. 

Continues to work after hours to meet expectations.

4. Linda Hansen at Madison MS:  Explor. 6Th, 3 Foods 7/8, 1 Intro to FACS 7/8.

Admin requires lesson plans daily but now may do units. Required to put on Blackboard and in folder. Admin will hang up plastic holders by door this year.

Using a PED lesson plan template since next year all schools will be required to use one of the 7 PED lesson plan templates. Has had 2 walk throughs. Admin. Told them they would observe during one week, but not told which period. They did not schedule the meeting. Was trained on Teachscape in PLC last week. Linda is currently Department Chair and felt pressured to do this by Admin. She is spending every lunch, prep and 730-5pm + working on school work without compensation. Often comes back to school late in the evening to work on school work and lessons. 

5. Cindy Dennis at James Monroe MS: 1 Explor. 6Th, 4 Foods 7/8th, 1 Sewing 7/8th. Lesson plans are written for daily display. Posts Curriculum maps. Custodians mounted wall caddies by the door. Cindy does not put dates on lesson plans so she can use them again next semester. On walls: Mission statement, Teacher learning goals, grades and data. No walk through yet. Had TeacherScape training today. PDP written and Pre-observ. Date set. Most who have had observations have received “3's”. To get great lessons go to: Google:

FACS Lessons and go to UTAH State dept. They have hundreds of digital lessons and resources with standards to use. They have a great foods pre-short cycle assessment. Cindy's Motto:  “Good is Enough”

Professional Suggestion: Start a binder with the four domains. In each section add samples of your work throughout the year. Use with your evaluation to prove your level of quality work. 4 sections: Domain 1: Lesson plans- add samples of your best lesson plans. Domain 2: Organization/class: add samples of seating charts, parent letters, class rules and expectations.... Domain 3: Data- add samples of progress reports, web-mail with parents, how many sped kids, charts with graphs of student progress. Domain 4: Professionalism- Add samples of all CTE meetings, trainings, PLC meeting minutes, This MS FACS PLC minutes, certificates earned, involvement with outside organizations.

6. Melissa Blaine at Grant MS: 2 Intro to FACS 7/8th, 3 Explor. 6th and 1 advisory every day. Admin expects unit or weekly lessons posted by door. Templete was approved by the the Instructional council and most are using it. The union states teachers can use any template they choose. PDP sent in with one domain and 1 area to focus on- despite the recommendation of Admin to choose 2.  Has had 1 walk through and feedback was immediate. According to IC meeting- Teachscape will be a training, but the Admin just sent out the 55 page PPT in an email and said we have to learn it by our Pre-observation (1 week). Melissa questioned Union reps if this really counts as a training when we have to do the learning on our own time and without  compensation. 

7. Teachers were asked to share a FACS common core lesson plan.

8. Karen Homstead: Shared Blue Career Research Lesson Packet used with students.  Will send lesson plan by email to Melissa, who will forward it to all members of this group. Will email the lab plan as well.  

Brought example of exemplar to show and described  the week long lesson, 3 days in computer lab and 2 days in classroom. Integrated math and LA common core- Graph, calculating budgets, writing Raced paragraph and vocab. 

9. Diana Rael: Showed us on her laptop the www.Planbook.com website and how to easily select the standards for lessons. She uses it for daily lessons for FACS and AVID. 

10. Lillian Fitzpatrick: Still learning the process of writing FACS CCSS lesson plans. Will utilize the lesson plans presented today.

11. Cindy Dennis: Shared a Lesson plan- week unit plan on Measuring. Resource for these lessons was from Utah FACS lessons. The first lesson is over the parts of a recipe. When student given recipe told to use AVID strategy of underlining each ingredient, circling the amount, underlining the terms-verbs, highlighting the tools.  The first time is a guided practice together as a class. The 2nd recipe is independent work using these skills. On the Kitchen Equivalent H.O.- 1-5 are  now considered RULES and the kids have to look at the conversations below and write the rule that applies. 

Ex- Rule 1. 3 tsp = 1 Tbsp     2. 16 Tbsp = 1 Cup etc.....

Then the kids have to calculate the correct measurement/equivalent/math and fill in the blanks. (Higher level of reasoning) For each recipe they have to double the ingredients. Students do lab- then at end complete a Lab Reflection. If they do not do the lab- they still have to fill out the reflection/ keep for records for parents and grades.  At the table – each recipe students must cut a recipe in ½ and double and triple before they can move on. 

12. Linda Hansen: Brought 3 different copies of FACS CCSS lesson plans for Tools, Sewing and Sanitation with a large variety of student worksheets. Each lesson plan identifies all the ELA and Math CC standards. This should make it easier for other teachers to use in their lesson plans. 

13. Melissa Blaine: Shared a 1 week 6th grade Foods lesson plan with all the ELA Career Readiness and Math CC standards. Also shared a hard copy of the Common Core ELA Career Readiness standards for each teacher to use- the website is on the front of the packet.  Common Core ELA and Math standards are available at the NM PED website. A handout developed by MHB on Effective Teamwork was shared.  She will send it to everyone digitally so they can rework it for their classroom .    

14. Jessie Olson – will bring samples of her lesson plans to our next meeting. She has been invited to attend all our meetings in hopes to provide support for her educational experience and help prepare her for future FACS teaching experiences. Melissa will send her a copy of the Intro to FACS and Exploratory standards or bring them to the next meeting.

Valuable Resources for everyone:


· http://discoveryeducation.com/free-puzzlemaker   (make your own!)

· www.planbook.com    ( Only $12/yr)

· http://www.uen.org/lessonplans     (Utah lesson plans!!!!)

· www.g-w.com   Goodheart-Wilcox Publisher

· If you want to get Preview copies of textbook shared at meeting: Go to website above and follow these steps: 1. Request copy   2. Preview copy request  - go to bottom   3. View all Titles   Choose: Preparing for Life and Career,7th.  4. Fill out the mailing information   5. Indicate that you would like all preview materials for an upcoming adoption.

· Contact: Julie Zak 708-623-1924 or jzak@g-w.com  

The CTE textbook adoption has yet to be announced. But I can tell you that the only textbook submitted and adopted by the PED for middle school is:

Preparing for Life and Career. (Lexile rating : 840L, Grade level 9-12, Copy Right date: 2013)  Melissa Blaine has been reviewing and using it in her classroom and has found the common core components excellent. Each FACS teacher will be able to make their own selections, but you may want to get a jump on things and request preview materials now.  
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