December 2, 2010

Facts Sheet:

Common Core State Standards

http://corestandards.org

New Mexico:

—New Mexico adopted CCSS October 29, 2010

—Specific APS rollout plan TBA

—Eventually, 25% of questions added yearly on the SBA will be aligned to the CCSS

Criteria for the Standards:

—Fewer, clearer, and higher

—Aligned with college and work expectations

—Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-order skills

—Build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards

—Internationally benchmarked, so that all students are prepared to succeed in our global economy and society

—Based on evidence and research

ELA Standards Advances:

—The standards devote as much attention on what students read, in terms of  complexity, quality, and range, as they do on how students read. As students progress through the grades, they must both develop their comprehension skills and apply them to increasingly complex texts.

—The progression of the standards is based on evidence and anchored in the college and career readiness (CCR) standards. The CCR standards define broad competencies and reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language while the K-12 standards lend further specificity by defining a developmentally appropriate progression of skills and understandings.

—In order to prepare students for the challenges of college and career texts, the standards require a rich reading of literature as well as extensive reading in science, history/social studies, and other disciplines. 

—Students are required to learn certain critical content, including classic myths and stories from around the world, America’s Founding Documents, and foundational American literature.  

—The standards also require that students systematically develop knowledge of literature as well as knowledge in other disciplines through reading, writing, speaking, and listening in history/social studies and science

Math Standards Advances:

—This draft focuses on core conceptual understandings and procedures starting in the early grades. This enables teachers to take the time needed to teach core concepts and procedures well and give students the opportunity to master them.

—In grades K-5 students gain a solid foundation in whole numbers, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, and decimals.  For example, students in Kindergarten focus on the number core (learning how numbers correspond to quantities and learning how to put together and take apart numbers) in order to prepare them for addition and subtraction.

—In the middle grades, students build upon the strong foundation in grades K-5 through hands on learning in geometry, algebra, probability, and statistics.

—The high school standards call on students to practice applying mathematical ways of thinking to real world issues and challenges and emphasize mathematical modeling. 

The Promise of Standards:

These Standards are not intended to be new names for old ways of doing business. They are a call to take the next step. It is time for states to work together to build on lessons learned from two decades of standards based reforms. It is time to recognize that standards are not just promises to our children, but promises we intend to keep.
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