THE NEXT STEP PLAN

Introduction for Advisors in Middle & High School




WHAT is the NEXT STEP PLANZ¢

NSPs are working documents that are completed /updated annually for all
APS students, starting in 8" grade and continuing through all 4 years of
high school

The NSP is the student’s individualized document, developed by the student,
in consultation with the parent/guardian and advisor. The advisor’s role —
as in Student-Led Conferences -- is that of facilitator.

NSPs are “projected plans of study” designed to help students focus on
requirements and opportunities in high school, and think about their futures
in terms of postsecondary education/training and careers.

NSPs must be signed annually by student, parent/guardian and adbvisor.

The NSP is available in English and Spanish.




What is covered in the NSP?2
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NSPs address:
academic, career, personal and social goals
extra-curricular involvement
postsecondary plans
career interests
high school career pathway & courses

credits /plans for staying on track to meet graduation
requirements/credit recovery (if needed)

identification of strategies, activities & opportunities to
help the student prepare for desired post-school
outcomes.
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Why do the NEXT STEP PLAN?
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NSPs are mandated by the NM Ieglsla’rure through
House Bill 522, as amended and signed into law in
2004. Beginning this school year — 2009-2010 - all
APS middle and high schools will be using a
standardized procedure to complete and maintain

these documents.

It is good practice to develop personal, student-
centered relationships with students and their families,
and to help guide students toward their goals.




NEXT STEP PLANS are NOT...

BINDING DOCUMENTS. They can be changed as a
student changes his or her mind about the course of
study he/she wants to pursue. Please be prepared
for questions about this from your students; they may
hesitate to fill in certain areas, for fear their tentative
plans will be “set in stone’”. Reassure them that the
document is a work in progress and that they are
under no obligation to follow their plans as written.

Preregistration forms or student schedules.

- College entrance plans.



Important to remember when filling out
e
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Use PENCIL to fill out the document, but PEN for the signature
page. |

The student completes the information for ONLY the CURRENT
year/grade they are in. For example, if you are sitting down

with a 10" grader, they complete 10" grade only; they do not
skip ahead to fill in grades 11 and 12.

Remember that students have different goals and levels of
achievement. Once they know that you will be discreet,
respectful and professional, and that you'll keep their
information confidential, they will be more comfortable and
likely to create a meaningful Next Step Plan.




Middle School Advisors: NSP for 8™ graders

Complete this 1-pg. NSP
with your 8" graders
during Advisory Lesson 5:
Planning For Next Year.

Before completing the
NSP, collaborate with
your school’s
Career/Technical Ed (CTE)
teacher re: which of you
will be doing interest
inventories and career
exploration (using Career
Clusters, Choices, School-
to-World) with the
students; this necessary

first step will help the
students understand their
strengths, interests and to

complete a meaningful
NSP.
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NSP in high school

page 1 of 7: Demographics & Goals

Have student fill in & then
update yearly (only 1 line
per year!) as needed:

Demographic info (name,
address, etc.): please check

for accuracy, thoroughness.

Student Goals in 5 areas:
Career: use results from
career interest inventory;
remind students they can
change career interests.
Academic: e.g., pass all my
classes, graduate, be
valedictorian.
Extracurricular: help student
brainstorm in & out of school
activities.

Postsecondary: e.g., go to
CNM, join the military.
Personal/Social: make new
friends, get a job.

Updated 415.00
NEXT STE PLAN
- Student information
Studens Name: Student #:
Date of Burth. Ethmeity: Gender |_|M |_|F
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NSP, page 2 of 7: graduation requirements
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NSP, pages 3, 4 of 7: career pathway,
career clusters, courses, exams, GPA

Facilitate as student
fills in Career Pathway
& NM Career Clusters
choices, course of
study, credits proposed
& earned, exams
taken, GPA.

Track whether on
target w/grad
requirements. Double-
check the credit
summary: this is a
chance to find
potential problems
(missing credits)

If NO to any of the 3
questions (in bottom
box) re: being on
track, help student
outline plan of action
to get back on target.
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NSP, page 5 of 7: Student Opportunities & Linkage: what

support is necessary to prepare for desired after-high school
outcomes?
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NSP, page 6 of 7: Signature Page
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This page MUST be Next Step Plan Signatures (6 grad G
signed & dated annually St e
upon completion of the Prctessens S Duse:
NSP. IMPORTANT! _ o =
Students, parent & |
adyvisor only sign 1 line 1
per year! | Next Siep Plan Sionatures (8" aradel;
Page 6 includes grades i e oo
8-11; there is a o o
separate signature ;
section on page 7 for the
Final NSP in 12" grade.
Make sure that student Prcbessons Suat: o
and parent/guardian o o
both sign. If difficult to
get in touch with parent,
document all efforts to
contact. e Date:

—— ot
Advisor signs under i =
“Professional Staff”. ‘
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NSP, page 7 of 7: Final Next Step Plan for Seniors

This page is to [ A

Einal Next tcp Plan
be completed (Ta e comptetod v sl ot
and SIGNED in IR Sy
12" grade
only. et s i
[[] @acheior Degree Program
Facilitate as %:‘; e
student details g:;“::
his /her final [
D Program
thoughts on G P——
career g:

interests,
postsecondary
plans, financial
aid plans, and
scholarships.
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How do you intend 1o accomphsh these goals? (Fmnanaal ad. scholarships. eic.)
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