[bookmark: _GoBack]Tier II & Tier III Words from the RL, RI, and Writing CCSS 
Tier II words, or academic vocabulary that is not so common in conversation, and Tier III words (domain-specific) are unfamiliar to many students. The words and phrases below were pulled from the CCSS grade level Reading Standards for Literature, Reading Standards for Informational Text, and Writing Standards. Oftentimes, PARCC items use words and phrases from the standards. Consequently, it is best to continually review these words “in context” with students.
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Reading Standards for Literature gr. 9-10                                                                         
Tier II
Explicitly
Inferences/inferential
Theme
Central idea
Analyze
Objective summary
Transform

Tier III 
Textual evidence
Figurative meaning 
Connotative meaning
Informal tone
Flashback
Artistic medium

Reading Standards for Informational Text gr. 9-10  
Tier II
Series of events
Analysis
Technical meanings
Multimedia 
Delineate
Evaluate



Tier III
Valid reasoning
Fallacious reasoning
Seminal US documents
Historical significance
Literary significance
Author’s point of view
Author’s purpose
Rhetoric
Argument
Claim
Counterclaim

Writing Standards for Literature and Informational Texts gr. 9-10    
Tier II
Cohesion
Formal style
Objective tone
Concrete details 
Audience
Transition
Imagined experiences
Sequence of events
Graphics 

Tier III
Argument/argumentative writing
Claim 
Counterclaim 


These words for grades 11-12 are in addition to those on the list for grades 9-10

Reading Standards for Literature gr. 11-12                                                                         
Tier III
Comedic resolution
Tragic resolution
Aesthetic impact
Satire
Sarcasm
Irony (3 kinds)
Understatement
Foundational works of American literature



Reading Standards for Informational Text gr. 11-12  
Tier II 
Engaging
Writing style
Persuasiveness
Integrate
Evaluate
Different media
Delineate
Legal reasoning


Tier III
Rhetorical features
Author’s exposition










Writing Standards for Literature and Informational Texts gr. 11-12    
Tier II
Logically sequenced
Resolution

Tier III
Alternate or opposing claim
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
