Tier II & Tier III Words from the RH, RST, and RH/RST Writing CCSS
Tier II words, or academic vocabulary that is not common in conversation, and Tier III words (domain-specific) are unfamiliar to many students. The words and phrases below were pulled from the CCSS grade level literacy and writing standards for History/Social Studies and Science & Technical Subjects. Oftentimes, PARCC items use words and phrases from the standards. Consequently, it is best to continually review these words “in contexts” with students.
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Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies gr. 9-10                                                                         
Tier II
Cite
Determine 
Analyze
Integrate
Compare & contrast
Assess
Evidence
Summary/summarize
Origin
Key events
Preceded
Series of events
Digital text

Tier III
Claims 
Counterclaims
Structure of text
Point of view
Quantitative analysis
Qualitative analysis
Textual evidence
Primary sources
Secondary sources



Reading Standards for Literacy in Science & Technical Studies gr. 9-10  
Tier II
Cite
Determine
Analyze
Translate
Assess
Trace
Compare & contrast
Summary
Contradict
Phenomenon
Precise 
Depiction
Symbol
Textual evidence

Tier III
Quantitative
Structure of relationship
Technical text
Claim
Counterclaim
Multi-step procedure
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Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies AND Science & Technical Studies gr. 9-10    
Tier II
Evidence 
Cohesion
Graphics
Multi-media

Tier III
Objective tone
Formal style
Informative-explanatory writing
Argument/argumentative writing
Claims 
Counterclaims (opposing claims)














These words for grades 11-12 are in addition to those on the list for grades 9-10.
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies gr. 11-12                                                                         
Tier II
Insight
Complex 
Premises
Coherent understanding
Diverse sources
Discrepancies among sources
Corroborating

Reading Standards for Literacy in Science & Technical Studies gr. 11-12
Tier II
Paraphrasing
Hierarchies
Evaluate
Verifying
Corroborating
Simulations
Synthesize

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies AND Science & Technical Studies gr. 11-12
Thoroughly
Limitations
Audience’s biases
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
