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English Language Arts/Literacy

Today you will watch a video of Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations
and read a passage from the novel A Thousand Splendid Suns by the
Afghan American novelist Khaled Hosseini. As you watch the video
and read the passage, you will gather information to write an
analytical essay.
Watch the video Great Expectations, based on the novel by Charles Dickens,
which takes place in England in the early 1800s. Then answer the questions.
Great Expectations
by Charles Dickens

GREAT EXPECTATIONS by Charles Dickens, directed by David Lean—Public Domain
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Read the passage from A Thousand Splendid Suns. Then answer the
questions.
from A Thousand Splendid Suns
by Khaled Hosseini
1 Mullah Faizullah admitted to Mariam that, at times, he did not understand
the meaning of the Koran’s words. But he said he liked the enchanting
sounds the Arabic words made as they rolled off his tongue. He said they
comforted him, eased his heart.
2 “They’ll comfort you too, Mariam jo,” he said. “You can summon them in
your time of need, and they won’t fail you. God’s words will never betray
you, my girl.”
3 Mullah Faizullah listened to stories as well as he told them. When Mariam
spoke, his attention never wavered. He nodded slowly and smiled with a look
of gratitude, as if he had been granted a coveted privilege. It was easy to
tell Mullah Faizullah things that Mariam didn’t dare tell Nana.
4 One day, as they were walking, Mariam told him that she wished she would
be allowed to go to school.
5 “I mean a real school, akhund sahib. Like in a classroom. Like my father’s
other kids.”
6 Mullah Faizullah stopped.
7 The week before, Bibi jo had brought news that Jalil’s daughters Saideh and
Naheed were going to the Mehri School for girls in Herat. Since then,
thoughts of classrooms and teachers had rattled around Mariam’s head,
images of notebooks with lined pages, columns of numbers, and pens that
made dark, heavy marks. She pictured herself in a classroom with other girls
her age. Mariam longed to place a ruler on a page and draw importantlooking lines.
8 “Is that what you want?” Mullah Faizullah said, looking at her with his soft,
watery eyes, his hands behind his stooping back, the shadow of his turban
falling on a patch of bristling buttercups.
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9 “Yes.”
10 “And you want me to ask your mother for permission.”
11 Mariam smiled. Other than Jalil, she thought there was no one in the world
who understood her better than her old tutor.
12 “Then what can I do? God, in His wisdom, has given us each weaknesses,
and foremost among my many is that I am powerless to refuse you, Mariam
jo,” he said, tapping her cheek with one arthritic finger.
13 But later, when he broached Nana, she dropped the knife with which she
was slicing onions. “What for?”
14 “If the girl wants to learn, let her, my dear. Let the girl have an education.”
15 “Learn? Learn what, Mullah sahib?” Nana said sharply. “What is there to
learn?” She snapped her eyes toward Mariam.
16 Mariam looked down at her hands.
17 “What’s the sense schooling a girl like you? It’s like shining a spittoon. And
you’ll learn nothing of value in those schools. There is only one, only one
skill a woman like you and me needs in life, and they don’t teach it in school.
Look at me.”
18 “You should not speak like this to her, my child,” Mullah Faizullah said.
19 “Look at me.”
20 Mariam did.
21 “Only one skill. And it’s this: tahamul. Endure.”
22 “Endure what, Nana?”
23 “Oh, don’t you fret about that,” Nana said. “There won’t be any shortage of
things.”
24 She went on to say how Jalil’s wives had called her an ugly, lowly stone
carver’s daughter. How they’d made her wash laundry outside in the cold
until her face went numb and her fingertips burned.
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25 “It’s our lot in life, Mariam. Women like us. We endure. It’s all we have. Do
you understand? Besides, they’ll laugh at you in school. They will. They’ll call
you harami. They’ll say the most terrible things about you. I won’t have it.”
26 Mariam nodded.
27 “And no more talk about school. You’re all I have. I won’t lose you to them.
Look at me. No more talk about school.”
28 “Be reasonable. Come now. If the girl wants—” Mullah Faizullah began.
29 “And you, akhund sahib, with all due respect, you should know better than
to encourage these foolish ideas of hers. If you really care about her, then
you make her see that she belongs here at home with her mother. There is
nothing out there for her. Nothing but rejection and heartache. I know,
akhund sahib. I know.”
From A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS by Khaled Hosseini, copyright © 2007 by ATSS
Publications LLC. Used by permission of Riverhead, an imprint of Penguin Publishing Group,
a division of Penguin Random House LLC.
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No Annotations Included
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A1a
Score Point 4
In our society, the status of a person defines who they are, there are many social positions
that many people fill. In the two pieces, A Thousand Splendid Suns and Great Expectations, the
authors display how some of the expectations from society, has to hinder them/change their
behavior. In both, the characters are influenced by the values and expectations of those with
whom they interact.
In Great Expectations, by Charles Dickens, Pip is the main character who originally was taken
care by Mrs. Havisham. When he turns 14, he becomes an apprentice to a blacksmith and
spends his time learning as much as he can. Once the lawyer comes in the story, Dickens
introduces the concept of how society influences decisions. Jaggers tells Pip that he has a
handsome amount of property and immediately follows up by saying, "he should be
immediately removed from his present sphere of life, and from this place, and brought up as...a
young gentleman with great expectations" (3:15-3:20) This implies that people of great wealth
and status should not be staying in low life jobs in poor conditions. Already, after given the
property, there are many expectations for him, as Jaggers mentions multiple times in the video.
Next, after explaining to Pip how he has inherited this property, he mentions that, "you will
need some new clothes, they should not be working clothes" (4:18-4:22). This demonstrates
another example of how society influences people's behavior. Jaggers says that it cannot be
working clothes, probably because people of high status are expected to dress and behave
differently from those of lower status. This can be seen especially when Jaggers says, "they
should not be working clothes." Third, when Jaggers is finished saying everything that he needs
to, instead of leaving immediately, he hesitates and waits for someone to get the door.
Although this may seem like a minor, irrelevant detail, it in fact shows how he behaves. He is
accustomed to having people get the door for him because of his high status, and he expected
the same treatment here. Finally, in the last 5 seconds of the video, Joseph exclaims to Pip,
"Pip! A young gentleman, with great expectations" (4:55-5:00). Before, he was just an
apprentice of Joseph, but now he is a young gentleman who is going to London to fulfill his
expectations. Because of this, Joseph's view on Pip suddenly changed, which implies many
things about society. It shows how those of high status, are respected the most.
In A Thousand Splendid Suns, unlike Dickens' video, the main character's social position
hinders her from success rather than it propelling her. Mariam Jo is a young girl who wants a
proper education badly, and she admits this to her old mentor Mullah Faizullah as well. When
he confronts Nana about this request, she denies it immediately. She counters Mariam's desire
to learn with the fact that, "There is only one, only one skill a woman like you and me needs in
life, and they don't teach it in school. Look at me" (17). The bolded phrase in what Nana said
implies that from there social position, its not that great to go to school. Then she says the
same thing again in paragraph 24 and 25. First, she explains how, "Jalil's wives had called her an
ugly, lowly stone carver's daughter" (24). Then she says, "It's our lot in life, Mariam. Women like
us. We endure. It's all we have. Do you understand? Besides, they'll laugh at you..." (25).
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Many words in the statements Nana made, show their social position hinders their ability to
progress. Because Mariam is a daughter of mere craft workers, she is not respected much, and
therefore she will not be able to enjoy her time in school. This shows how Nana's social position
is hindering the both of them from doing something they want to do. Yet, from Mullah's point
of view, there is nothing wrong for Mariam to go to school. He says, "If the girl wants to learn,
let her, my dear. Let the girl have an education." This contrast of opinions clearly demonstrate
how differences in social positions can lead to different thinking. Mullah never had to
experience the things Nana did, and therefore he sees nothing wrong in her going to school. But
Nana know what things can happen to "people like them" and is trying to stop the same thing
from happening to her daughter.
In summation, different social positions can hinder or help certain people and influence
others in certain situations. Both Dickens and Hosseini demonstrate the different effects on
their characters because of where they are in society. In Dicken's example, Pip was benefited by
his new social position while in Hosseini's story, Mariam was deprived an education cause of
where she is on the social scale.
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The two stories told in the passages are vastly different in
terms of the support that the main character receives from
ones around them. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens tells
about a young boy, at first very niave and innocent, as he
grows up to become the apprentice of a carptener. He does,
however, come to a great surprise during this apprenticeship
and is offered to be taken to London, and start a whole new life
there. The second story, A Thousand Splendid Suns, is about a
young Muslim girl who dreams of receiving a higher education.
She knows that acheiving this dream will not be easy, and in
turn, seeks the help and guidance of a religious figure in her
life. Although he is supportive, the feedback that the girl's
mother gives is vastly contrasted by the initial optimism of the
story.
Pip, the main character in Great Expectations is apparently a
young boy who, until he reached the age of 20, was destined to
become a blacksmith. The story starts with him speaking to a
seemingly wealthy and high-class woman, Mrs. Havisham. She
seems to have a great liking for Pip, and not only rewards him
for his fourteenth birthday, but tells him to visit her on his
birthday to come as well. Within only the first couple minutes,
this woman seems to be greatly supportive of Pip and seems as
though she has high hopes for the boy. The story then moves
to six years after this event, showing Pip working in his
blacksmith apprenticeship for his mentor. Evidently, the house
that they reside in is small, which brings one to assume they
aren't the wealthiest of people. This can be expected of the
working class in any century, however. Upon arrival, a wealthy
and authoritative man tells Pip that he must meet with him
and his mentor in private, and then tells him the news that he
has been requested to travel to London to begin a new life as a
higher-class gentleman. Pip is dumbfounded, as is his mentor
at the out of the blue occurance, however both are very open
to such. Pip's mentor is nothing but supportive of Pip, "Heaven
forbid I should want anything for not standing in Pip's way..."
(2:52-2:55) he says, after being asked by the wealthy man if he
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objects to Pip's opportunity. Pip is overall a very humble
character, which is likely derived from the encouragement and
care that he is given by his supporting characters. He has no
need to object to things that are happening, as he has been
taught that he must complete his duty, whatever it might be.
A Thousand Splendid Suns constasts this idea of supporting
characters all around. Mariam, a young Afghan girl speaks to
Mullah Faizullah, an apparent religious figure for her. It is also
evident in the passage that the two are very close, and that
Mullah had been Mariam's teacher for many years. "It was
easy to tell Mullah Faizullah things that Mariam didn't dare tell
Nana..." (Hosseini, Paragraph 3.) Mariam decides that she
should voice her concern to Mullah, of how she yearns for an
education. This seems as if it would be a hard goal to obtain for
Mariam, as one can assume she is of the lower-class, and not
to mention, a woman. These are her mother's exact conerns
once she hears Mullah's proposal for Mariam to get an
education. "What's the sense in schooling a girl like you? It's
[useless]. And you'll learn nothing of value in those schools.
There is only one, only one skills a woman like you and me
needs in life, and they dont teach it in school..." (Hosseini,
Paragraph 17). her mother tells the two. This immediate
rejections changes the mood of the story, as initially, it had
been quite optimistic. Mullah was, and always had been very
supportive of Mariam, which is why she chose him to bring the
idea to her mother. However, neither of them really expected
her to react in such a harsh way, especially while speaking to
Mullah. Mariam is slightly rebellious to the expectations of her
mother. Before Mullah brought the idea to her attention.
Mariam's mother never thought that she would even dream of
doing anything but what she has taught her daughter. It can be
said that Mariam's mother's rigid ways of thinking could be
hurtful to Mariam, as she may become more resentful of her
mother than intended.
Support, or lack thereof, of background characters in a story is
crucial to its main character. This is especially true if the
haracter is making a drastic decision to change, or not change,
their life.
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In Great Expectations, by Charles Dickens, a young boy, Pip,
is shown making a transition between boyhood and his working
life. After working as an apprentice for some time a gentleman
comes up to him and tells him he will be taken to the city and will
become a true gentleman. In A Thousand Splendid Suns, by
Khaled Hosseini a girl, Mariam, talks about wanting to go to
school to learn and her mother says that she is foolish and that
she can not go. Both people in the stories are greatly impacted
from other people and outside influences. However, while Pip had
a positive experience, Mariam had a negative one. The
expectations placed on the different genders can be harmful or
helpful, but the values of people around both genders affect the
people a lot.
Pip is a young man who gets surprised by coming in to a
fortune and gaining a benefactor, which will change his life for the
better. The author uses a time shift to portray to the audience
that Pip was not excited to go to his internship and start that part
of his life. Someone asks him after hearing about his
apprenticeship , "Why so glum Pip " (Dickenson 00:23-24). This
quote shows how he was not excited for his life before he met the
gentleman. It is also shown that he is very eager to take the
opportunity. When the gentleman asks if he has any objections to
being taken out of his life and moved to the city he says, " I have
no objection" (Dickenson 03:40). This shows that he was eager to
start a new life and that what the gentleman offered to him
would improve his life. This influence on Pip's life was a positive
one, but the expectations regarding girls hindered Mariam.
Mariam did not always want to go to school, but since the
idea was put into her head she starting to want to go very badly,
however when she asked her tutor to ask her mom about being
able to attend school, her mom said no. By using diction it is made
clear that Mariam had a strong desire to go to school. She thinks
about school, "she pictured herself in a classroom with other girls
her age" (Hosseini, 7). This quote shows her desire to go to school
and her reasons for asking her mom about it, but using repetition
the author makes it clear
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that her dreams are unrealistic and other things are expected of
her. after being asked if her daughter can attend school to learn
the mother says, "l'Learn? Learn what...What is there to
learn'"(Hosseini, 15). This quote shows that the expectation for
women is not to go to school that that her daughter will not gain
anything for it. The contrast of the daughter being so hopeful and
the mother saying no so quickly shows that the outside influence
for Mariam negatively affected her while the outside influence for
Pip positively affected him.
In both cases outside influences and ideas changed the way
their life was going. For pip it was a positive experience, but it did
change his life. If someone had been content with the job thy had,
been offered the same opportunity, and said no, it would be
shocking. The expectations for people in that situation is to take
the opportunities, and if that is not what you want is could affect
you in a negative way. The expectations placed on Miriam had a
negative affect on her life. From both cases it is apparent that
other peoples expectations affect your life greatly in both positive
and negative ways.
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Both Pip and Mariam are affected a lot by their social positions. While in the end Pip finds
that his social position has been elevated and he is now considered a young gentleman.
Mariam on the other hand has to challenge that as a female she should not go to schools to
learn however unlike Pip she does not appear to get what she wants.
In "Great Expectations" by Charles Dickens, we learn of the change which Pip is about to go
through. "My boyhood had ended and my life as a blacksmith began. It was on the 6th year of
my apprenticeship." (1:55-2;05)This suggests the change which Pip is about to go through.
Estella however says, "I'm going to France to be educated for a lady." (1:14-1:19)This
demonstrates the difference between the two, while one will go to a foreign country to be
educated as a lady, Pip will have to train as blacksmith which was considered a lower position.
However in the end of the video we listen to, "Pip a young gentle man of great expectations!"
(4:51-4:57) He is also given 20 guineas to buy non working clothes which demonstrates how his
social position with Miss Havisham has most likely helped to elevate his position six years later.
Mariam on the other hand figures out the hard truth that as both a female and a lower class
will impair her ability to go to school. In "A Thousand Splendid Suns" we read, "It's our lot in
life, Mariam. Women like us. We endure. It's all we have. Do you understand? Besides, they'll
laugh at you in school. They will. They'll call you harami. They'll say the most horrible things
about you. I won't have it." (Paragraph 25) This demonstrates how Nana believes that their
social position does not allow them to be any better than they are now. In fact before she said
this she states, "She want on to say how Jalil's wives had called her an ugly, lowly stone carver's
daughter. How they'd made her wash laundry outside in the cold until her face went numb and
her fingertips burned." (Paragraph 24) All of these quotes represent the social oppressing that
serves as a barrier for Mariam and her dreams to go on to school and get an education. Being a
female also presented another challenge she had to overcome as social values prevented lower
class girls from getting an education.
In both of these passages social values and social positions affect both Pip and Mariam.
Mariam is not expected to get an education as she is a female from a lower class instead her
mother prefers she learn how to do housekeeping skills with her family, as opposed to
learning "nonsense" from schools. Pip however is helped by his past social position with Miss
Havisham while he was 13.
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The characters in the video Great Expectations and the character from the passage A
Thousand Splendid Suns are influenced by the people around them. In Great Expectations it
the mysterious person that helps pip, and in A Thousand Splendid Suns, Nana has an effect on
Mariam.
To begin with, in the video Great Expectations, Pip starts out as a simple blacksmith but when
the mysterious person offers their help, Pip is expected to learn to become a gentleman as
his social position had risen from a poop blacksmith to a fine gentleman. This is shown when
Pips guardian tells Pip that he will be removed from his current way of life and to be brought
up as a young gentlemen of great expectations (Great Expectations). This shows that now
that Pip is to become a gentleman, they dont want him to continue living a poor
environment.
Next, soical class is shown to also have an effect on females as shown in A Thousand Splendid.
Maria wants to go to school but her mother refuses since she is girl believing that going to
school will only bring Mariam bad things, and tell her that the only thing she needs to learn is
to endure (Hosseini). This is showing that since Mariam was a girl, she was expected to do
endure what ever life had to throw at them.
In conclusion, both the video, Great Expectations and the passage A Thousand Splendid Suns
show the reader that socails positon you are in can make or beak your future. In Pip's case, he
was furtunate enough to have someone sponser him in order for him to get out of that lower
class life style, for Mariam, she was unable to do anything becasue she was a girl in a lower
class.
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In both stories they share about a boy named Pip and a girl named Mariam and
how the people around them influence them. In the "Great Expectations" Its about a boy
that at the age 14 he has to leave to start working and once he gets older a lawyer comes in
asking him to go with him and to become a wealth man and to keep his name. "that he shall
be immediately removed from and brought up as befit a younge gentlemen". Thsi proves that
the lawyer wants Pip to got with him so that Pip can learn to be a younge gentlemen.

In the other story "A Thousand Splendid Suns" Its about a Mariam wanting
to go to school to get a good education but her mother would not let her because she says
that school is very cruel. "it's our lot in life, Mariam. Women like us. We endure. It's all we
have. Do you understand? Besides, they'll laugh at you in school. They will. They;ll call you
harami. They'll say the most terrible things about you. I won't have it." Mariam really wanted
to go to school but her mother was afraid because in the past she was treated bad and she did
not want the same for Mariam.
Both Pip and Mariam were influenced by people around them they both
wanted something different as a life career even though Pip did not want education but to
work instead he got a deal to get education and get wealthy. Mariam even though she wanted
an education she could not get one because she had to work like her mother and her mother
does not want her to go to school. Pip and Mariam wanted something different the people
aroung them gave them the oppisite of what they wanted.
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In both the video and passage, the characters are greatly influenced by people around them.
These people either allow their dreams to come true or put a hault to them. In "Great
Expectations", Pip is greatly accepted to start a new life and to gain an education. His social
status had to be well off enough for him to be able to do this. However, in "A Thousand
Splendid Suns", with the young girl, Mariam, this was not the case. Her Nana believed that
girls did not need school and they were only good for one thing. She was not as lucky in her
social status and her dreams of education were abolished.
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Pip occupies a low social position until he is then taken to be a gentleman by Jaggers. Miriam
occupies a low social position because she can't even go to school because of her
grandmother. Pip reacts very calmly to the new expectations he is given by Jaggers because
now he gets to make more money than he would being a blacksmith. On the other hand what
Nana told Mariam is not what she was expecting because instead of going to school she was to
the only lesson she needs to learn is to endure.
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One thing that these both have in commen is the fact that its
all mostly a messegfe and them trying to teach somethig . They
also both have people that are trying to do something and go
agianst what the person above them has to say.
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the main charaters are influenced to do things that will better there lives in the future, such as
pip becoming a black smith and mariam going to school to learn to be a young lady.
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Social standings pose a large impact on whether one is aided or harmed in the future. This can
prevent one from moving foreward or give one the boost to get started. Two great examples
of this are Great Expectations by Charles Dickens and A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled
Hosseini. Each story tells of the fortune that comes from social positions and the other shows
the hinderment of it.
In Great Expectations, Pip, the main character's social standing greatly aid him in his life. Pip
the young blacksmith's apprentice is greeted by a man who wishes to take him to London to
become a gentlemen of great expectations. Though it is not shown, we can assume that he
will come into great luck when the lawyer who came to take him to London says "You will
need new clotes. THey should not be working clothes" (4;20-4:24) After saying this he dumps
what appeares to be alarge amount of money based on Pip and his mentors reaction. This
tells us that due to being a future gentleman and by being reached out by such a person will
result in great wealth. Something that could greatly aid Pip in the future.
However, in A Thousand Splendid Suns, the social standings of Mariam impede her ability to
learn. Mariam is an eager young girl who wants to attned school. After consulting her tutor,
he turns to her Nana to ask if it is ok. THst is when Mariam is told "It's our life, Mariam.
Women like us." This shows that Mariams social standings (of being a girl) prevent her from
growing her future and unlike Pip, will prevent her from being independent and wealthy.
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Social positions usually determine what someone can or cannot do in their futures. Pip
from Great Expectations written by Charles Dickens and Mariam from A Thousand Splendid
Suns written by Khaled Hosseini are prime examples of people who were or were not given
opportunities that would benefit their future based on their social class.
When Pip turned fourteen, he, not wanting to, began an apprenticeship for becoming a
blacksmith. Given this, it can be assumed that he is of lower class, but he gets paid enough to
be well off. Joesph, his mentor, was well by his side when a lawyer from London came to give
Pip news that would change his way of living. He would move to a place where it was easier to
live and become a "young gentleman of great expectations" (3:21)-(3:23). Pip was also given
twenty guineas to buy new clothes that "should not be working clothes" (4:19-4:22), leading
to the assumptions that Pip will be brought to a higher class. Joesph is proud and excited for
the new chapter in Pip's life when the lawyer leaves.
On the contrast, Mariam jo was a young lady who wanted an education. Her tutor, Mullah
Faizullah "listen to stories as well as he told them" (Hosseini 2) and when Mariam was
speaking, "his attention never wavered (2). He understood the young girl more than anyone in
the world, and she trusted him most. Education was one of Mariam's greatest wishes, and
Mullah Faizullah wanted to fulfill her wish by asking and getting permission from her mother
to go to a real school. Unlike the lawyer of London who brought Pip good news, Mariam's
Nana thought Mariam's wishes were ridiculous. "Learn? Learn what?... What is there to
learn?" (15). Nana's view on education was strict, and believed that the only thing women of
their class needed to know what how to endure (21). Trying to convince Mariam she is right,
Nana said "Besides, they'll laugh at you in school. They will. They'll call you harami. They'll say
the most terrible things about you..." (25). Nana believed that school didn't hold education for
Mariam, but "rejection and heartache" (29).
In conclusion, Pip was able to move up and reach greater things while Mariam was forced to
stay home and work long hard hours with her mother. Social class, though they were about
the same in both the video and passage, impacted what the main characters could reach. Pip
was of middle class, and was able to leave his tiring job to become a young gentleman.
Mariam was of lower class, meaning all she had to do was work for others and herself.
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they both had opportunities in life to make there life better.It was show by Pip get to move to
London and working for someone else instead of being a blacksmith and Mariam to go to
school.This influence the way the live there life.
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"When one door closes, another door opens." Opportunities come in many different shapes
in people's lives. Although, the same opportunities are not always offered to everybody.
Depending on where one stands in the social hierarchy that is life, opportunity may be more
abundant or more scarce. The novel Great Expectations and the passage A Thousand Splendid
Suns help show the reader that different opportunities arise for different people and,
depending on who you are, these opportunities might not always be taken advantage of.
Above all, the novel Great Expectations and the passage A Thousand Splendid Suns show the
effect of social positions because of their different opportunities, the people that encourage
them, and whether or not they took advantage of their opportunity.
First of all, the passage and the video both show people who get different opportunities
based on their social positions. In Great Expectations, Pip is offered an opportunity for a better
life. Jagger offers him guardianship and says that he will guide him through his new venture to
a life of someone who is of a higher social class than Pip currently is. On the other hand,
Mariam of A Thousand Splendid Suns is offered an opportunity that most people would take
for granted, but she is obviously very excited about. The passage says, "'I mean a real
school, akhundsahib. Like in a classroom. Like my father's other kids.'" Mariam wants to go to
school, which is an opportunity given to most of us. However, based on her lower social
placement, she sees this as a very large opportunity. To conclude, the passage and the video
show that different opportunities are given to different people, often affected by their social
position.
Next, the two characters are encouraged by different people along their paths. Pip,
from Great Expectations, is first encouraged by Miss Havisham when he is fourteen and about
to start his apprenticeship. She makes it very clear that she expects great things from him and
even gives him money to help. However, in A Thousand Splendid Suns, Miriam is encouraged
by Mullah Faizullah, but not by Nana. It shows that a place of social standing can effect what
other people want you to do, too. In short, Miriam and Pip are encouraged by different people
because of their social positions.
Lastly, Pip and Miriam are distinguished by whether or not they take advantage of their
opportunity. Pip gets to take advantage of his because his mentor allows him to. He is in a high
enough social class that no one will stop him. Although, Miriam does not get to take
advantage of hers because Nana stops her. She is too low on the social hierarchy to take
advantage of it for herself. This proves that where you stand affects what you are allowed to
do. To sum it up, the characters are differentiated by whether or not they take their
opportunities.
In conclusion, Pip from Great Expectations and Miriam from A Thousand Splendid Suns are
different because of their opportunities, their encouragement, and whether or not they take
advantage, all of which are affected by their social status. Pip is offered a much bigger
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P104b
opportunity than Miriam. Pip is encouraged to take his, and though Miriam is encouraged, she
is eventually shut down. Finally, Pip takes his opportunity, but Miriam does not. Overall,
though opportunity opens doors, it does not open the same doors for everyone.
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Pip was basically expected to except the fact that he would be a black smith for his family. His
family had to deal with him separating ways from them too. In Mariam's case she wanted to
go to school but its not common for women to get so much education, Nana didnt seem to
want her to go. In this area and time it was more important for the women to do housework
and men to get more education. All she wanted was to learn more things but social
expectations ad family held her back from doing this. Both were effected by family and social
expectations in their society.
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Practice Set
(Order of Scores: Reading Comprehension and Written Expression, Conventions)
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Paper

Score

P101

2,2

P102

3,3

P103

0,0

P104

4,3

P105

1,1

