A Stadium and Its Roar

How one school district addressed
opposition




The APS West Side
Sports Complex

The Facts

» Approximately 7,000-seat football stadium
» Track

» Softball fields (future)

» Soccer field (future)

» City of Albuquerque to purchase 81 acres for
park, soccer fields
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Emghasizing future needs ‘
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District's Plans for Stadium Criticized - ABQJournal
Mar 3, 2011 ... A former SunCal executive criticized a plan to build a new APS SpOf‘tS

stadium at 95th and Ladera, saying that the neighborhoods weren't ...
www.abgjournal.com/west/032342404552west03-03-11.htm
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Steps addressing rumors and fears‘

Presentations at community
meetings included

> Site plans
> Facts about area use

» Community input
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Results from community input ‘

APS was open
to input

» Modification of site
plans

» Communicating the
change

» More community input
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Cyber Communication Efforts ‘

» APS district web site-
* http://www.aps.edu/news/curious-

about-the-west-side-stadium
> APS Facebook
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APS works with the TV and print media

Editorial: Keep APS Stadium Project on Track

By Albuquerque Journal Editorial Beard on Thu, Sep 8, 2011
2 | ¥ Tweet 0 B Lik=

Albuguerque Public Schools should not let threats deter it from moving forward with its new West Side sporns
center.

Bernalillo County Sheriff Dan Houston, who lives near the project's 98th Street site, denies his threat to revoke
APS police officers’ arrest powers has anything to do with his opposition to the siting of the complex. Butthe
timing of the statement by the man whose office commissions APS officers certainly is questionable as the
“APS Recreation Center” moves through its final hoops.

The 7,000-seat stadium is the first phase of a complex that eventually will include soccer fields, atrack and a
haseball field. Voters approved hands for itin 2010, capital maney that cannot be used for operational costs
such as paying teachers’ salaries.

The Tres Volcanes Meighborhood Association which represents the nearby Stormcloud subdivision, strongly
ohjects fo the location, fearing increased noise, traffic and lights.

Though the $40 million project has been an the APS master plan for years, the school board approved the site
anly in February. The district has almost completed a deal to buy the former Westland property, which is zoned
for multifamily housing and retail. If APS doesn't build the center there, the current owner is free to sell to 3
developer or commercial retailer. APS contends such uses could have 3 more negative impactthan a sports
complex.
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PS works with the cit

Communicated to
residents that

» Stadium fits with City of Albuquerque plans

> Benefits of stadium

Saturdav, Apl 09, 2011

Plenty of Space To Play

Bv Andrea Schoellkopf
Tosernal Siaff Writer

Should the city buv 81 acres of West Side land to buid a regional park next to a high
school stadinm?

The issue 1s expected to be included on a $164 million bond question during the Oct. 4
city election, which has $2.9 milion inchided for a West Side regional park.

But while the residents of nearby Tres Volcanes neighborhood are steaming over the
selection of the land at 98th and Ladera for a new Albuquerque Public Schools stadium, httle
has been said about the proposal for a city park.

The issue is scheduled for discussion Tuesdav at the Metropolitan Park Advisory Board
meeting.

City officials, inchading Councilors Ken Sanchez, Dan Lewis, Brad Winter and Mavor
Richard Berf said the regional park would go nicelr with the APS athletic complex in trmg
to negohgte the purchase with the developer, Sanchez said.

"This will be the premier park of Albuquerque,” Sanchez said. "It will be the envy of the
entire citv. ... As much as the controversy exists, I see people in the neighborhood bcmg able
A LBUQ UERQ UE to W glk to the track and work out and going to the regional park and go plav or practice

®PUBLIC SCHOOLS soccer.’




Lights, Crime, Traffic |
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Combination of tools is vital ‘

What worked best
for APS were

» Community meetings

»> District web site and Facebook

» Weekly email updates to the district’s residents

» Formation of a citizens’ committee and monthly
meetings

» Continuing discussions with residents

» Working with city and/or state leaders on big projects
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L essons learned ‘

Qualified success and
communication continues

» Opposing rhetoric minimized, but some critics remain

» Opponents turned into supporters

» Communication continues to address ongoing
concerns

» Realization that some opposition remains constant
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Thank You!
A Stadium and Its Roar

For more information, visit www.aps.edu

email Board Member Kathy Korte
kathy korte@q.com
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