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Today you will analyze passages from the novel Tess of the 

D’Urbervilles and the short story “The Rich Boy.” As you read these 

texts, you will gather information and answer questions about the 

text structure so you can write a literary essay. 

The following passage is from an English author. In England, a dialect 

reflects one’s social class; proper diction is a sign of having more wealth and 

prestige. Read the passage from the novel Tess of the D’Urbervilles. Then 

answer the questions. 

from Tess of the D’Urbervilles 

by Thomas Hardy 

1 On an evening in the latter part of May a middle-aged man was walking 

homeward from Shaston to the village of Marlott, in the adjoining Vale of 

Blakemore, or Blackmoor. The pair of legs that carried him were rickety, 

and there was a bias in his gait which inclined him somewhat to the left of 

a straight line. He occasionally gave a smart nod, as if in confirmation of 

some opinion, though he was not thinking of anything in particular. An 

empty egg-basket was slung upon his arm, the nap of his hat was ruffled, 

a patch being quite worn away at its brim where his thumb came in 

taking it off. Presently he was met by an elderly parson astride on a gray 

mare, who, as he rode, hummed a wandering tune. 

2 “Good night t’ee,” said the man with the basket. 

3 “Good night, Sir John,” said the parson. 

4 The pedestrian, after another pace or two, halted, and turned round. 

5 “Now, sir, begging your pardon; we met last market-day on this road 

about this time, and I said ‘Good night,’ and you made reply ‘Good night, 

Sir John,’ as now.” 

6 “I did,” said the parson. 

7 “And once before that—near a month ago.” 

8 “I may have.” 
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9 “Then what might your meaning be in calling me ‘Sir John’ these different 

times, when I be plain Jack Durbeyfield, the haggler?” 

10 The parson rode a step or two nearer. 

11 “It was only my whim,” he said; and, after a moment’s hesitation: “It was 

on account of a discovery I made some little time ago, whilst I was 

hunting up pedigrees for the new county history. I am Parson Tringham, 

the antiquary, of Stagfoot Lane. Don’t you really know, Durbeyfield, that 

you are the lineal representative of the ancient and knightly family of the 

d’Urbervilles, who derive their descent from Sir Pagan d’Urberville, that 

renowned knight who came from Normandy with William the Conqueror, 

as appears by Battle Abbey Roll?” 

12 “Never heard it before, sir!” 

13 “Well it’s true. Throw up your chin a moment, so that I may catch the 

profile of your face better. Yes, that’s the d’Urberville nose and chin—a 

little debased. Your ancestor was one of the twelve knights who assisted 

the Lord of Estremavilla in Normandy in his conquest of Glamorganshire. 

Branches of your family held manors over all this part of England; their 

names appear in the Pipe Rolls in the time of King Stephen. In the reign 

of King John one of them was rich enough to give a manor to the Knights 

Hospitallers; and in Edward the Second’s time your forefather Brian was 

summoned to Westminster to attend the great Council there. You 

declined a little in Oliver Cromwell’s time, but to no serious extent, and in 

Charles the Second’s reign you were made Knights of the Royal Oak for 

your loyalty. Aye, there have been generations of Sir Johns among you, 

and if knighthood were hereditary, like a baronetcy, as it practically was 

in old times, when men were knighted from father to son, you would be 

Sir John now.” 

14 “Ye don’t say so!” 

15 “In short,” concluded the parson, decisively smacking his leg with his 

switch, “there’s hardly such another family in England.” 
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16 “Daze my eyes, and isn’t there?” said Durbeyfield. “And here have I been 

knocking about, year after year, from pillar to post, as if I was no more 

than the commonest feller in the parish . . . And how long hev this news 

about me been knowed, Pa’son Tringham?” 

17 The clergyman explained that, as far as he was aware, it had quite died 

out of knowledge, and could hardly be said to be known at all. His own 

investigations had begun on a day in the preceding spring when, having 

been engaged in tracing the vicissitudes of the d’Urberville family, he had 

observed Durbeyfield’s name on his waggon, and had thereupon been led 

to make inquiries about his father and grandfather till he had no doubt on 

the subject. 

18 “At first I resolved not to disturb you with such a useless piece of 

information,” said he. “However, our impulses are too strong for our 

judgement sometimes. I thought you might perhaps know something of it 

all the while.” 

19 “Well, I have heard once or twice, ’tis true, that my family had seen 

better days afore they came to Blackmoor. But I took no notice o’t, 

thinking it to mean that we had once kept two horses where we now keep 

only one. I’ve got a wold silver spoon, and a wold graven seal at home, 

too; but, Lord, what’s a spoon and seal? . . . And to think that I and these 

noble d’Urbervilles were one flesh all the time. ’Twas said that my gr’t-

granfer had secrets, and didn’t care to talk of where he came from . . . 

And where do we raise our smoke, now, parson, if I may make so bold; I 

mean, where do we d’Urbervilles live?” 

20 “You don’t live anywhere. You are extinct—as a county family.” 

21 “That’s bad.” 

From TESS OF THE D’URBERVILLES by Thomas Hardy—Public Domain 
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Read the passage from the short story “The Rich Boy.” Then answer the 
questions. 

from “The Rich Boy” 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

  

Copyright restrictions prevent the excerpt from “The Rich Boy” by 
F. Scott Fitzgerald from being displayed in this format. Please refer to 

page 152, beginning at “Let me tell you about the very rich . . .” and 
ending with the sentence that begins “In the snobbish West . . .” on 

page 154 from BABYLON REVISITED AND OTHER STORIES by 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, © 1960, published by Charles Scribner’s Sons, a 

Division of Simon & Schuster, accessible through your local library. 
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8. In the passages from Tess of the D’Urbervilles and “The Rich Boy,” the 
authors make very different choices about how to structure their texts to 
create meaning. Analyze how the structure of each passage reveals the 
characters and develops the central ideas of each text. Use details from 
both passages to help you write your essay. 
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In Thomas Hardy's Tess of the D'Ubervilles and F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Rich Boy", the 

effects of aristocratic status portray the negative effects of extreme wealth, and its relationship to 

social conflicts. Although both texts analyze defects of excessive wealth, and the characteristics 

of the rich, Fitzgerald uses diction and narration, as opposed to Hardy's use of dialogue, to 

portray the aristocracy, which ultimately provides different perspectives of status and affluence.  

In Tess of the D'Urbervilles, social status and prestige is questioned through a discovery of past 

relations, and the effect of extreme affluence is conveyed through the ultimate loss of wealth in 

a lower-class individual. Durbeyfield, representing the lower class, obtains information of his 

formerly aristocratic ancestors from a wealthy individual called Parson Tringham. Harding 

demonstrates the loss of power through an extinct "county"family, and the ultimate loss of 

wealth through heredity. Harding's work depicts the short-lived fame through wealth, and the 

effects of loss through his character's diction and apperance. "An empty egg-basket was slung 

upom his arm, the nap of his hat was ruffled, a patch being quite worn away at its brim where 

his thumb came in taking it off." The description of Durbeyfield illuminates his lack of luxury, 

and the lower-class life style he resides in. Durbeyfield's speech patterns, consisting of words 

like "t'ee", "ye", and "feller" demonstrate a lack of proper dialect, also determining Durbeyfiled 

as a unprecedented individual. Parson Tringham, on the other hand, speaks with impeccable 

grammar, and polite manners (despite Durbeyfield's casual language), reflecting the differences 

between social classes. Harding depicts the importance of wealth by providing his characters 

with different social behaviors, which further highlights the importance of wealth, and it's effect 

on an individual. 

In "The Rich Boy", Fitzgerald analyzes the bias and awe (in societal relations) attached to 

wealth, and the negative connotations produced from it. Fitzgerald's distaste for the mindset of 

the rich dictates the plot of the excerpt by describing the social expecations attached to prestige 

and hereditary wealth. "They possess and enjoy early, and it does somethign to them, makes 

them soft where we are hard, and cynical where we are trustful, in a way that, unless you were 

born rich, it is very difficult to understand." Fitzgerald portrays his narrative thoughts through 

his character, Anson. Anson expects precedent and respect from his peers based on the sole 

reason regarding his family's wealth. This expecation leads to a lack of friendship, and ultimate 

insecurities from the boy, despite his family's hierarchial status. "He disdained to strugglew with 

other boys for precedence-he expected it to be given him freely, adn when it wasn't he withdrew 

into his family." Fitzgerald denounces excessive wealth, and reflects on the belief that money 

doesn't count for everything, and acceptance isn't based on material goods, but rather one's 

actions and social graces.  

Both Hardy and Fitzgerald denounce excessive wealth through their characters, however, Hardy 

focuses on social behaviors, where as Fitzgerald hones in on acceptance and etiquette. The 

different perspectives provided by the authors shed light to the defects of status and prestige, 

whilst illuminating their biases to social conflicts of the time.  
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In the passages by Thomas Hardy, "Tess of the D'Urbervilles" and  F. Scott Fitzgerald "The Rich 

Boy",  both reveal characters and the meaning of the passage by the different structures of text. 

Thomas Hardy, uses diolauge, as Fitzerald wrote in first person narative to both depict, that wealth 

affects peoples views of the world. 

Thomas Hardy emphisized the importance of diolauge between characters to reveal the characters 

relationship. The conversation between parson and Durbeyfield reveals how Durbeyfield truely feels 

the he is just a "hagger." But through the conversation it turns out that he is a decendent of the once 

illustrious English family. The contrast between Durbeyfiled and his ancestors is present by the 

words chosen to show imigery to his clothes. Words like "worn," "empty egg-basket," and "patch." 

Durbeyfield then hears his fmaily "held manors over all" parts of England. This humbles 

Durbeyfield as he is from a great family and displays that people dont truely know about themselves 

and that fortunes of families can always rise and fall.  

F. Scott Fitgerald choses to use first person naravtive to show the true intentions that are going on in 

the little boys head as he describes Ansons actions, and how he views society based on wealth status. 

The boy describes the west as "the snobbish." This shows judgment in the characters view because 

the boy was bron rich, didnt become rich. As he judges the east side from his dad moving, reveals 

the theme of slefish people being born rich.  

Money controls and changes peoples views on life. F. Scott Fitgerald portrays that by a personal 

narative as Thomas Hardy uses diolauge. Sentence structure between the two show the different 

ways to produce a passage and how character and meaning can come out of it.  
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The stories of Tess fo the D'Urbenvilles and The Rich Boy vary in both plot and meanings. They 

also vary in structure as a result. Each structure brings out a different meaning in a certain story 

and allows it to be able to be interepted in the way it is meant to be. Both structures are stark 

contrasts of each other, as one in impersonal and the other is personal in that it understands the 

main character in the story.   

Tess of the D'Urbenvilles is in third-person and tells the story from an outsider's point of view. 

This gives it an impersonal feel on it, unlike in The Rich Boy. The Rich Boy is in an omniscent 

point of view. An omniscent point of view is when the narrator, commonly unnamed, knows 

everything about all the characters in the story. The narrator also gives his own opinion on the 

rich.  This gives it a much more personal feel than D'Urbenvilles in that you can understand the 

characters beyond what is given to them.  where the narrator knows nearly everything about the 

characters in the story. The structure of both stories supplement the stories' meaning and purpose 

while allowing the characters to develop as it is. 

Tess of the D'Urbervilles would not fit in an omniscent point of view because most of the story 

is mainly just the parson and John Durbeyfield talking. It reveals more in the dialogue than what 

could be revealed by a narrator, in any case; having a narrator reveal all this ruins the story's 

surprise factor and would not make it the same if it was a different structure. Durbeyfield also 

asks the questions that the reader would ask, such as, "where do we d'Urbervilles live?" which 

would be answered already had there been a narrator. There is also not much for the narrator to 

insert his opinion on, so it is basically useless to actually have one. This makes the story work 

much better in third person as a result. Also, it does not allow us to truly expect what will happen 

next in the story and forces us to find out, much like how Durbeyfield finds out about his 

ancestors. 

The Rich Boy is not so much telling a story than an excerpt discussing Anson Hunter and how 

his "first sense of his superiority came to him". The narrator describes the rich boy as snobby 

and ignorantly assuming he is superior. Having the narrator also discuss his own feelings about 

the rich and the stark differences from them and the normal people is an aspect that you cannot 

emulate in any other structure of writing, in this way. It already implants this idea in your mind, 

and you know what to expect from the rest of the short story, as you know it will be about Anson 

Hunter.  

 The structures vary in a way that makes each story click and enjoyable for the reader to read, for 

many different stories.  
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It is quite clear that the way that each author structure's their paragraphs also has an effect on 

the characters and central ideas of the text. The two excerpts, Tess of the D'Urbervilles and 

the Rich Boy, each have very different approaches when it comes to the structure of the stories. 

Thomas Hardy uses long, descriptive paragraphs about characters in his story, with much 

dialogue. In contrast, Fitzgerald does not use any dialogue in his story, rather, he develops the 

plot in his paragraphs. While Fitzgerald focuses more on developing his characters, Hardy uses 

his paragraphs to talk more about ideas of the text and uses his dialogue to develop the 

characters. 
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tess of the durbervilles is about a boy who have a fake pare of legs and they carried him ways 

and ways where he needed to go he was very smart and knew just about everying the boy in this 

story is very smart and hummble to just about every body that he knows. and the rich boy is 

about a boy who has alot of money and he is very well know for his family and how much 

money he has. 
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(Order of Scores: Reading Comprehension and Written Expression, Conventions) 

 

Paper Score 

P101 2,2 

P102 0,0 

P103 1,1 

P104 4,3 

P105 3,3 
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