Discipline Policy

The Mitchell Instructional Council comprised of parents, teachers, educational assistants, and administrators met with the Discipline Committee in the spring of 2004 to revise our Discipline Policy and recognition procedures for Mitchell students.  Please read and discuss the School Rule, Rights, Responsibilities, Policies and Procedures with your student.  Read, sign and return to school the Parent and Student Contract, when it is sent home in August.
We have one basic rule at Mitchell:


“I will not do anything that might hurt myself, others, or any property.”
	Students Bill of Rights
	Student Responsibilities

	1.  You have a right to be treated with dignity and respect.

2.  You have the right to a positive learning environment.

3.  You have a right to be safe on the play-ground and school grounds.

4.  You have a right to move about the

     campus free of abuse or abusive

     language.

5.  You have a right to eat and enjoy your

      lunch with your schoolmates.

6.  You have a right to a distraction free

      learning environment.

7.  You have a right to a full day of learning.
	1.  Students will show respect to all people and property at all times.

2.  Students will abide by school and classroom rules and will follow directions the first time they are given.

3.  Students will only:

      - Play in designated SAFE AREAS
      - Use playground equipment properly and will not play with dangerous objects        (See Playground Rules).

      - Walk in the courtyard and all indoor areas designated QUIET ZONES.

4.  Students will not provoke others to fight and will not use profane or abusive language.

5.  Students will behave calmly in the cafeteria and will leave the environment clean for others. 

6.  Students will follow the school dress code.

7. Students will line up immediately at the bell and will enter the school prepared and ready to work.


Discipline Procedures for Responsibility Offenses
Responsibility offenses will be documented in writing to the principal, teacher and parent.  Behavior tickets will note whether the offense was observed by an adult or confirmed by witnesses. Responsibility offenses will be cleared at the end of each trimester.

Tickets will have the following consequence(s):

1st Offense: 
Notification and Time Out

2nd Offense: 
Notification and Time Out

3rd Offense:
Notification, Time Out and Meeting with Student, Parent(s), and Teacher

4th Offense:
Notification and In-School Suspension 

Time Out  is a quiet time supervised by the Mitchell staff during recess periods.  Students will report to the Time Out classroom every recess until the behavior ticket is signed by a parent or guardian and returned to the teacher.

In-School Suspension takes place in the administration office or Time Out classroom.  There is constant supervision by the Mitchell staff and students are required to reflect upon their behavior through rule and essay writing. For students in kindergarten through second grade, In-School Suspension lasts for half a day.  For students in third through fifth grade, In-School Suspension lasts for one full day.  Students will remain in In-School Suspension until a parent comes to school for a conference with administration and members of the Discipline Committee.    

Discipline Procedures for Automatic In-School Suspension Offenses
If a student commits one of the following offenses, the parent is contacted immediately and must come to school for a conference with the administration.  For students in kindergarten through second grade, In-School Suspension lasts for half a day.  For students in third through fifth grade, In-School Suspension lasts for one full day.  Students will remain in In-School Suspension until a parent comes to school for a conference with administration and members of the Discipline Committee.  Multiple In-School Suspensions may result in an Out-of-School Suspension.

In-School Suspension Offenses include:

· Bullying:  Threatening physical/emotional harm to another; included are threats, intimidation, gestures, and verbal abuse.

· Defiance:  Refusing to comply with any reasonable demand or request by any school official or

sponsor at places and times where school personnel have jurisdiction.

· Disruptive Conduct:  Conduct that disrupts the educational process, constitutes a health or safety hazard, is in violation of state or municipal law, or is in violation of specific school rules.

· Drugs/Alcohol Possession and/or Use
· Fighting:  Employing hostile contact in which at least one party has contributed to a situation by

verbal action and/or bodily harm.

· Vandalism:  Deliberately or maliciously destroying, damaging, and/or defacing school property or the property of another individual.

· Vulgar Profanity:  Using language that is crude, offensive, insulting or irreverent; use of coarse

words to show contempt or disrespect; swearing.

· Weapons:  Possessing or using a weapon or “look-alike”.

Guidelines for Student Behavior

· No toys are to be brought to school.

· Follow directions, without arguing, the first time you are told.

· Treat other students with respect.  We do not allow fighting, kicking, punching, name calling, pulling clothes, or throwing objects such as rocks, snowballs, and sand.

· Objects that could possibly cause injury to you or other students may not be brought to school.  Such objects will be removed and returned only to the parent.

· Students are not permitted in the administration building without a pass from a Mitchell staff member.  They are not permitted in the teachers’ lounge for any reason. 

· Students are permitted to play only in the playground area.  Classrooms, portables, and the patio areas are off limits before school or during recess.  Playing between buildings or near the fence on Comanche is not allowed.

· Once a student arrives at school he/she is not to leave.  Students are to remain on school grounds before and during school hours.

· Students are to come to class promptly when the bell rings.  

· Students must use the sidewalks around the parking areas.

· Students are not to take food of any kind out of the cafeteria.

· There will be no littering on school grounds (this includes graffiti).

· Students are to leave school promptly at dismissal time so they can have the help of the crossing guards.  Always obey crossing guards.

· Any child left unsupervised or not picked up by 4:10 p.m. will be referred to the APS

Police Department. 

Playground Rules

1. No throwing rocks, sand or snowballs.

2. Walk on patios and sidewalks.

3. Respect our neighbors’ property.  Do not climb walls or fences.

4. When playing wall ball, keep the ball below the windows.

5. Play safely and courteously.  No tackling, tripping, pushing, hitting or grabbing.

6. Use the equipment properly.  No tag or chase games on or around the equipment.  Jump ropes are for jumping only.

Swings:




No jumping out of swings




No twisting or throwing the swings




Swing in a sitting position, one person to a swing

Slides:




On your bottom, feet first




No flips or jumping off




One person at a time – no “Clogs”

Bars:




No cherry drops or flipping from bars




No walking or standing on top of the bars

7. No indiscriminate ball kicking after the bell rings.  Return balls to the storage basket by hand.

8. Students are never allowed in any parking lot without an adult.

9. If the tetherball rules are not followed, your right to play tetherball may be removed.

Mitchell’s Character Counts Philosophy

Children are our greatest natural resource.  It is the job of adults and social institutions to prepare children for their future by teaching them to make wise and moral decisions that will, in turn, affect the future of our society.  Reading, writing, and math are vital to curriculum, yet academics alone are not enough to ensure that students will have the basic values and abilities needed to become caring, responsible world citizens.

We believe in the importance of fostering student attitudes toward self and others based on six universally held values.  Respect, Responsibility, Caring, Trustworthiness, Fairness and Citizenship are the core pillars of the APS Character Counts Program.  The core pillars determine who we are and how we interact with others in our highly complex world.

The staff and parents at Mitchell Elementary School believe that character counts and core values are so important to our students and their future that character education must be a part of each student’s school experience.  Therefore, we are continuing the Character Counts Curriculum that we implemented in 1994.  Students will receive Mighty Good Mustang Awards (MGMs) when they exhibit one or more of the Character Counts traits.  Upon receiving five MGMs, students’ names will be read over the intercom during Morning Announcements and they will receive a small prize in the office.
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     MITCHELL BEHAVIOR REPORT


Student					Staff Member


Date					Time


Classroom Teacher


		Observed__________	Confirmed__________





			In-School Suspension Offenses


___Bullying      	___Disruptive Conduct        ___Fighting        	___Vulgarity/Profanity


___Defiance      	___Drugs/Alcohol	       ___Vandalism     	___Weapons





Student Responsibility Offenses


____Safety	            		____Tardy after Recess	         	    ____Disrespectful


____Running in Patio      	____Not Following Directions      ____Misuse of Property





Comments:





WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HAVE SEEN AND DISCUSSED THIS REPORT.








Parent Signature				Student Signature





The Mitchell Discipline Procedures will be followed in this and any other offenses. See Parent Handbook.


























