DE PTA Special General Meeting Minutes
September 20, 2007

PTA president Sarah Jane Allen called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm. There were 33 members present. Sarah Jane introduced Kim Kerschen (Central Region Director for PTAs). 

Kim reviewed the original purpose of PTAs. She discussed that budget challenges have forced PTA’s to raise money to help fund various school expenses not covered by the governing bodies. Kim encouraged any and all parents to be involved and to consider assisting at the legislature to be an advocate. 881-0712 is the PTA office number for any assistance they can provide, or if anyone would like to volunteer at the region or state level.

Sarah Jane stated that she appreciated all the parents and teachers in attendance. She apologized for any mistakes and miscommunications that may have come about in the rush to put this meeting together. Sarah Jane reminded everyone that the intent and desire of all involved is to help our school and children, and we are all volunteers.  She clarified that the fund raising change was an “idea” to be more efficient. She encouraged all to listen and make a decision that each parent was comfortable with. She also clarified that we would still be doing Jog O thon and Art Crawl, but would not focus on the fundraising aspect.
VP’s of Revenue Scott Allen and Denise Model made a detailed presentation on the features/benefits of switching to a direct donation drive.  The idea would allow for a more efficient way to help our children.  Key points included:

Less Time Spent Organizing & Executing Fundraisers

More Volunteer Time Available to help our Kids

Less Out of Pocket money Spent Per Family

More Money Raised

“More Time + More Resources = More Success”

They stated that the DE fundraisers from the prior year took an estimated 750 man hours, which could be better used as volunteers in the library, book room, classrooms, field trips, staff support, etc. Scott and Denise reviewed a list of items the PTA pays for which include: classroom support ($200 per teacher), field trip busses, PE Supplies, Art supplies, Welcome Back Picnic, Professional Support, Explora/ Science programs, Staff hospitality, Technology supplies, Science supplies, Year End Party, Library, Speakers and Events, and Math Kits. They encouraged all to consider the many ways a+dditional time and resources benefit our children. Scott then opened the floor for questions and comments. A lengthily discussion followed, and many concerns were addressed.

Elizabeth Hendrickson made a motion to vote on switching to the direct donation drive in lieu of traditional fundraising. Karen Rozenblum seconded the motion. A silent ballot vote was then cast. DE VP Kathy Gough ascertained that all who voted were PTA members. Those votes e-mailed to Denise were also counted. The vote passed. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gena Hoagland

DE PTA Secretary

