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Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Love is the only force capable of transiorming an enemy into iriend.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Simple words from a man that wanted only to live a simple life of respect, ireedom and love.
Words from a man born 81 years ago 1o a family of pastors of the Ebenezer Baplist Church. Words
that spouted forth irom a man who believed and fought for the equality of all mankind. Words and
beliefs that eventually lead to his death. But should we speak only of the end of this man or should
we celebrate the words that promoled equality, peace and most of all the freedom to believe that
“love” can conquer all?

It is very easy to talk of the timelines of his life and death, but we could find a much greater mean-
ing to the thoughts that echoed through the words of his dreams. Dreams that follow the defini-
tions of words that he lived and died for to bring mankind in this nation 1o a much more peaceful
and giving lifestyle. Words that if we say with conviction could one day change how we view, and
eventually love one another...

“Love” a word for mankind to live by...

Trustworthiness
By: Jonas101 & Lizard

Trustworthiness is the pillar for January and February. Ii is also the first pillar of the character
counts program. Trustworthiness means: be honest, tell the truth, keep promises, and be loyal in
your decisions. It also means: To not steal and don’t lie. For example: if someone found a dollar on
the floor, you should go to the office and tell them that you found it and that you want to help re-
turn it.

Here are a few questlions lo ask yourseli to see if you’re being Trustworthy. Ask yourseli... have |
been honest with what I say 1o people? Have I lied when I explain something lo someone? Have I
been keeping promises? Have I said, “no” to bad or unwanted promises? These are a few things
that you can ask yourseli when you feel like you need to.

Remember be trusiworthy and kind 1o everyone thal you meet!
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RESPECT

By: Fashionita

“Respeect” is another importanl pillar that we should remember
every day, because respecting yourseli first is the most important
thing that you can do. You can’t respect anyone else until you re-
specl yourseli. Respeet is wide known around Cochiti Elementary.
Respect is very important. What if we didn’t have respeet? Think
about it...there would be a lot of chaos. Ii we didn’i respect any-
thing or anyone no one would be cared for. In my own opinion,
“Respect” is one of the Character Counts Pillars that Cochiti Flemen-
tary and everyone else should always have pride in!

Now, I hope you guys understand a bit more about respect and to
always remember to “RESPECT” everyone around you!

Mrs. Melendez

By: nike & Roger
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Upcoming Character Counts Assembly
By Liz

This assembly is about Trustworthiness. Would
you like to know something cool? The pillars for
Character Counts are chosen for us. The Josephe-

son Institute Foundation does this for us!
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For this Upcoming Assembly, (oach Williamson
and Coach Funk might ask some students to com-
pete in Speed Stacks and Mrs. Holly could ask her

supporl group lo sing a Michael Jackson song.
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We’ll see you there in February!
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MATH BRAIN TEASER!
“Grandma & Trolls”

Mrs. Melendez has taught 2 grade for 6
years. The first school she taught at was
Valle Vista. Her favorite subject in school
was math when she was a child. She
wanted to work at Cochiti Elementary
because she knows and loves the commu-
nity she lives in and she ieli the teachers,

students and families where very iriendly.

She enjoys teaching 1+ grade hecause of
how the kids like to learn to read. Mrs.
Melendez attended UNM College and has 2
degrees, a Bachelors and a Masters de-
gree in Flementary Education. She is mar-
ried and her hushand’s name is Miguel.
They have 2 children, a son name Adrian
thatis 5 '/ years old and is in kindergar-
ten here at Cochiti and also a 2% year old
son named Christopher. She has 4 pets, 3
dogs by the name of Marlie, Howie, and
Louie and also a Bearded Lizard named
Tiny. She was born in San Jose California.
Her favorite color is Red and she loves
Pizza. Her favorile restaurant is Anliquity

in 0ld Town; it is a very fancy resiau-
rant!!!

Mrs. Melendez loves sporis. She was a
very compelilive athlete in high school
and continues to take on athletic chal-
lenges like marathons
when she has the
chanee. She loves the
enlertainment of
many sporis like foot-
ball, basketball, and
baseball. The Raiders
are her favorite foot-
ball team. Her favor-

You are on your way to visit your
Grandma, who lives at the end of the
valley. It's her birthday, and you want
to give her the cakes you've made.

Between your house and her house,
you have to cross 7 bridges, and as it
goes in the land of make believe,
there is a troll under every bridge!
Each troll, quite rightly, insists
that you pay a troll toll. Before
you can cross their bridge, you
have to give them half of the cakes
you are carrying, but as they are
kind trolls, they each give you back
a single cake.

How many cakes do you have to
leave home with to make sure that
you arrive at Grandma's with ex-

ite basketball team is the Chicago Bulls,
and her favorite baseball team is the Yan-
kees. Her favorite baseball player is Derek
Jeter, #2.

So when you pass Mrs. Melendez, say hello
and see an adult, a teacher, or a woman
that is willing to face any challenge that
life has to offer!

actly 2 cakes?

ANSWER: Page 4
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Earthquake in Haiti

Researched and written by: Fashionita

Assisted by: Kin

On January 12th, the day the earthquake
hit, Haiti was and still is a very poor coun-
try. All the earthquake did was make it
worse. There where 200,000 killed and
250,000 injured. People were separated
from their families and there where peo-
ple living on the sides of the roads and
living in tents. Most of the people who
were injured did not have medical atten-
tion. Television news stations showed
kids that were injured irom the earth-
quake and some were without their par-
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ents. Even now, Haili is having aiter-
shocks. Now, the whole world is help-
ing, and the amount of troops up to
16,000 strong. Actors and singers from
all over the world are helping by mak-
ing thousands of donations and raising
money lo help with the disaster. Who
would think that these people with mil-
lions of dollars would come and help.

As all of you guys know we have are
“Do Good Jar” here at Cochiti Flemen-

A Recipe ior Peanut Brittle

By: niKe & Roger

Ingredients

1-eup raw Spanish peanuts
I cup white sugar

1/2-cup light eorn syrup
1/2-cup water

1-teaspoon baking soda

Directions

1.) Lay out several sheets of foil to spoon
the hot peanut brittle onto.

2.) In a large skillet mix the sugar, syrup,
and water logether. (ook al a medium-
high heat, stirring regularly. Heat until
the mixture has a hardball consistency.
Heat to 250 to 265 degrees F (121 10 129
degrees (), or until a small amount of
syrup dropped into cold water forms a
rigid ball. If you don't own a candy ther-
mometer, occasionally hold spoon above
mixlure, allowing il Lo drip off spoon.
When mixture is at hard ball stage, it will
'hair' off the spoon when falling, looking

like a clear spider web.

3.) Once mixture is at hardball consis-
tency add raw peanuts. (They will pop a
little.) When mixture starts to turn a
light clear-brown, as if it's starting to
burn, remove from stove. Add soda and
stir. Mixture will foam up.

4.) Spoon out bite-size pieces onto unbut-
tered foil, stirring constantly belween
each couple of pieces. Mixlure can also
be poured onto unbuttered foil as one
big piece and bro-
ken into smaller
pieces once cooled.

tary. Studenis are coming in everyday
with their piggy banks, and pockets full of
change so that they can be a part of help-
ing Haiti. Maybe you could donate some
change too.

So you all know now how Haiti lives today
and we hope thal this makes you appreci-
ate what you have in life because you
probably have a lol more than people in
Haiti and other poor countries in the
world.

Solar Halo

By: Elmo Is Emo

On January 26, 2010, around lunchtime,
something happened. Some-
thing...spectacular! There was a ring
around the sun! Some people thought it
was a black hole. Some thought it was a
planet crashing into the sun. Some
thought it was the end of the world! But
the truth is it was a solar halo. A solar
halo is caused when the air is cold and ice
cryslals are formed in the air. The solar
halo is the reflection of the sun on the ice
crystals. Cool, right?!? It looked like a
giant rainbow ring around the sun, just so
you know. Next time your bored, look at
the sun. A lot can happen, even when
your not paying atiention!

www.universityloday.com
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Ms. Diana

By: Elmo Is Emo

Ms. Diana is our secretary here at Cochiti
Elementary. Recenily, we interviewed
her to find out a little information about
her. Here is what we learned.

Ms. Diana loves her job. She is never with-
out a smile upon her face. She is a light-
hearted bubbly woman who loves TV

shows like “Dancing With the Stars”, mov-

Stuff About Drugs
By: ].]J. Giraffe

DRUGS are not good for people. DRUGS
can kill you if you take them. Grownups
can kill a child if they force a child to
take them. Some DRUGS can help you and
bad DRUGS can make you feel bad. A right
way lo feel is to be nice 1o somebody lo
have good feelings. Sometimes, drugs

can make you feel sadder if there is drink-

ing while you are on DRUGS.

Nine out of ten people go o jail because
of DRUGS, and because they gel hooked on
DRUGS. Some people take DRUGS because
they want lo fit il, bul that never really

ies like Cinderella. She was even on a
dance team. Ms. Diana only watches TV
for one hour.

Ms. Diana loves many things. Her favorite
holiday is Valentines Day, her favorile
animal is a giraiie, but favorite thing to
eal is Chinese food! Ms. Diana also loves to
travel. She has been to many states and
has even been to France and Disney
World. She also listens to Spanish Musie.

Ms. Diana is married and has been for 27
years. She has two grown children and
one grandson.

She is a wonderful secrelary!

Thanks for everything
Ms. Diana!
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“Do not tr
learning by force and
harshness, but direct them
to it by what amuses their
minds, so that you may be
better able to discover
with accuracy the peculiar
bent of the genius of

each.

~ Plato~

**Math Brain Teaser Answer**

“2”: At each bridge you are required to give half of your cakes,
and you receive one back. Which leaves you with 2 cakes after
every bridge.

www.braingle.com
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It’s better to be yourseli, to be strong and
/ i ' NO!
when you are ofiered DRUGS just say NO! COCHITI
UP COMING EVENTS
BY: Kin

January 18th -Martin Luther
King, ).R day
Hanuary 27th -Sclence day*



