
A Stadium and Its Roar 
How one school district addressed 

opposition 
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The Facts 
Approximately 7,000-seat football stadium 
 
Track 
 
Softball fields (future) 
 
Soccer field (future) 
 
City of Albuquerque to purchase 81 acres for 

park, soccer fields 

The APS West Side  
Sports Complex 
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Emphasizing future needs 
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Steps addressing rumors and fears 

Presentations at community 
meetings included 

  Site plans 
 
  Facts about area use 
 
  Community input 
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Results from community input  

 Modification of site 
plans 

 
 Communicating the 

change 
 
 More community input 

APS was open  
to input 
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Cyber Communication Efforts 
 APS district web site-  

• http://www.aps.edu/news/curious-
about-the-west-side-stadium 

 APS Facebook 
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APS works with the TV and print media 
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APS works with the city 
Communicated to 
residents that  

 Stadium fits with City of Albuquerque plans 

 Benefits of stadium 
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Lights, Crime, Traffic 
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Combination of tools is vital 

 Community meetings 

 District web site and Facebook 

 Weekly email updates to the district’s residents 

 Formation of a citizens’ committee and monthly 

meetings 

 Continuing discussions with residents 

 Working with city and/or state leaders on big projects 

What worked best 
for APS were  
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Lessons learned 

 Opposing rhetoric minimized, but some critics remain 

 Opponents turned into supporters 

 Communication continues to address ongoing 

concerns 

 Realization that some opposition remains constant 

Qualified success and 
communication continues  
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Thank You! 

For more information, visit www.aps.edu 

email Board Member Kathy Korte 

kathy_korte@q.com 

A Stadium and Its Roar 


